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Montana Summary

Overview
Consistent with prior years, Montana continues to receive requests for EQIP that are two to three
times more than the available allocation. In FY 2000, approximately 400 landowners applied for
funding requesting $9.7 million. NRCS assisted landowners to develop 285 contracts, which
obligated nearly $4.63 million of Federal cost-share assistance.

Accomplishments
Over 250 landowners participated in EQIP in FY 2000, focusing on specific priority natural
resource issues in Montana. Most contracts address water quality/quantity issues striving to
ensure adequate supplies and quality of water are returned to streams. Rangeland health is
another major issue in Montana where prescribed grazing and the installation of facilitating
practices, such as fencing and livestock watering facilities, assist in rangeland health recovery
and improving riparian areas.

Montana has also dedicated a major portion of their EQIP funding to addressing natural resource
issues on the seven American Indian reservations in the state. In FY 2000, 47 percent of EQIP
contract dollars were spent on reservations.

Outlook
EQIP continues to be a major cost-share program for addressing the natural resource issues in
Montana. Locally led efforts have helped increase interest in smaller, more focused priority
areas. Montana is exploring ways to utilize EQIP in different ways to address the unique issues
of the state, such as in fire rehabilitation because of the wildfire disasters of 2000 and targeting
conservation efforts along the Yellowstone River corridor.

State Contact
Dennis Loreth, Assistant State Conservationist, (406) 587-6795

When Mike Meuli, a rancher in
Lake County, Montana, signed up
for EQIP, his goals were to
increase the productivity of his
ranch and conserve the land for his
children. “Most landowners are
interested in doing conservation
practices and managing their
operations to improve their land,”
Meuli said.

To reach his goals, he has worked
with NRCS; the Salish-Kootenai
Tribe; Montana Fish, Wildlife and
Parks; and Plum Creek Timber
Company to protect water quality
in Dayton Creek by enhancing and
restoring riparian areas and devel-
oping off-stream water tanks and
water gaps. Through EQIP, he has
also installed a more water-
efficient center pivot irrigation
system to allow more water to
remain in the supply stream.
“EQIP is a catalyst to get landown-
ers involved in conservation
projects that are otherwise eco-
nomically unfeasible in today’s
agricultural economy,” Meuli said.

Meuli is a member of the Dayton
Creek Watershed Council, a group
that is working together to direct
the destiny of the watershed.
Carlos Rodriques, NRCS Lake
County district conservationist,
said Meuli and other members of
the council are looking at the
watershed as a whole and using
government programs to meet the
resource needs of the watershed.
“Dayton Creek is the third largest
tributary to Flathead Lake, so they
realize what they do in their water-
shed significantly impacts the
lake,” Rodriques said.

Mike Meuli installed a
more water efficient
irrigation system, which
allows more water to
remain in the supply
system.
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Montana EQIP Priority Areas Within Congressional Districts

Montana EQIP Dollars and Contracts by Congressional District

           Fiscal Year 2000   Cumulative Total (97-00)
Congressional          Obligated Number of Obligated Number of
Districts Dollars Contracts Dollars Contracts
District 0 $1,421,370 96 $6,887,049 546
District 1 3,213,336 189 13,835,984 821
State Totals $4,634,706 285 $20,723,033 1,367

Note: EQIP contracts for each Congressional District are estimated from Conservation Priority Areas, which may include more than one district.
Congressional District 0 = EQIP Contracts for Statewide Natural Resource Concerns, which can be in any Congressional District in the state.

Source: FSA Recordset type01, data through 4th quarter FY2000


